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“President’s Letter – 
Becky Mentzer 

I looked out my back deck 
and unexpectedly 
watched a doe and her 
two fawns run through our 
back yard, so agile. At our 
cabin going for a walk in 
the woods, I saw trees 
unexpectedly tall and 
majestic knowing more 
than 35 years ago, my 
father-in-law helped plant 
them as tiny twigs. What 
unexpected things have 
you seen recently? What 
unexpected things can 
you imagine SIBN doing 
this year? Can it be more 
than surviving a pandemic 
and doing things a bit 
differently? I hope so! I’d 
love to hear from our 
committee chairs about 
what they would like to do 
in their respective areas. 
Lina and I are to have a 
conference call with the 
Midwest Regional 
Fundraising Chair, Mary 
Pilon. Perhaps there is life 
after Gift Wrap and 
beyond our successful 
Club 250 Raffle. Lina can 
share what we discussed, 
so we all have something 

President’s Letter – Becky Mentzer 
 perhaps unexpected to 

think about when it comes 
to funding our awards and 
projects. 

These next two months 
will bring cooler weather 
and that makes me think 
of bonfires and wiener 
roasts. Please let me 
know if you would be 
interested in coming out to 
my house for a mini social 
time around the firepit in 
early October. 

 
I know it may not be for 
everyone, but outdoor 
activities seem safer than 
indoor ones and I love 
sitting by the fire. No 
judgement – your 
decision. If at least six 
members are interested, 
we can set a date. 

  

 

 



 

 

Catalyst partners with local 
churches and other groups 
to provide hope for women 
18 years and older 
(frequently single mothers) 
and children victimized by 
human trafficking. Their 3 
goals are (a) Raise 
Awareness; (b) Rescue; and 
(c) Restoration. 

Call or text Melanie Alwes at 
309-275-3876 or email at 
m_alwes@yahoo.com to 
indicate when you can help, 
or with any questions! 

On July 18 Soroptimists met at the 
Catalyst Ministry offices to begin 
monthly Saturday work days at “The 
Farm”, a residential setting for women 
escaping sex trafficking. Projects for the 
day included fence staining, clothing 
organization in the boutique, and 
weeding the butterfly garden. Pictures 
and an article appeared in the August 
edition of the VISION. Four Soroptimists 
returned Saturday, August 15th to do 
landscape/gardening work inside the 
compound area . . . and again remove 
weeds in the butterfly garden, which 
was in need of mulch. As Catalyst had 
run out of funding for landscape 
expenses. Becky Mentzer and her 
husband Rob purchased mulch and 
installed it later in the week. Hopefully 
when Soroptimists return in September 
the weeds will be easier to pull in the 
butterfly garden! Thank you, Becky! 
 
 

Work Days at “The Farm” a Success 
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Mark Your Calendar! 
SEPTEMBER 2020 
 CLUB 250 Raffle – Weekly 

drawings/winner notifications (cont.) 
 Live Your Dream on -line applications 

open (SIA site) 
 Virginia Wagner applications available 

for download (MWR site) 
 9/7    (Labor Day) CANCELLED 

Working Meeting 
 9/16    Business Meeting 5:30 (Zoom) 
 9/19    Catalyst Ministries Service 

Project 8:45-Noon 
 
OCTOBER 2020 
 CLUB 250 Raffle – Weekly 

drawings/winner notifications (cont.) 
 Live Your Dream on -line apps open 

(SIA) – closes 11/15 
 Virginia Wagner apps available for 

download (MWR site) 
 10/5    Working Meeting 5:30 (Zoom) 
 10/16-17  Dist I/III Meeting 

Cancelled/Virtual? 
 10/17    Catalyst Ministries Service 

Project, 8:45-Noon 
 10/21    Business Meeting 5:30 

(Zoom) 
 10/30    Newsletter deadline for 

Nov/Dec edition 
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LaKeesha was attending 
Southern University in Baton 
Rouge LA when she was 
offered a student exchange 
program to come to ISU in 
1999. She stayed!! While at 
ISU she majored in English 
and was considering Law 
School when she got a job at 
the Baby Fold and fell in love 
with a career in social 
services. She has been in a 
variety of social service 
positions and is now the 
Resident Services 
Coordinator for the 
Bloomington Housing 
Authority. She loves working 
with a diverse population of 
the elderly and the disabled 
and is now working on her 

Member Spotlight In My Own Voice – LaKeesha James-Smith, by Nancy 
masters of Social Work 
Degree. She says she 
probably would not have made 
that great a lawyer, lucky for 
us. 

Did you know (or remember 
because I almost forgot) that 
LaKeesha got to know 
Soroptimist because she was 
one of our award winners?  
She loves our group because 
we have supported some of 
her projects, especially the 
successful Etiquette Program. 
She is now working on a new 
project called the Happiness 
Project that emphasizes acts 
of gratitude.  Stay tuned! 

It was fun getting to know 
LaKeesha better. Her 

Southern roots show-I don’t 
think I have ever been called 
ma’am more in one 
conversation  

 

Q:  What brought you to 
the Bloomington,-Normal 
area? 

A:  Nancy grew up in 
Syracuse, New York 
where she met her 
husband Joe, obtained a 
bachelor’s degree in 
Education, then moved to 
the Midwest for graduate 
school in Ohio.  Prior to 
her move, she obtained 
her Master's in Library 
Science and worked as an 
archivist for the University 
of Missouri. After her 
husband received his 
Ph.D., he accepted a 
position at Illinois State 
University, and they  
continue to reside in the 
area.  

Member Spotlight In My Own Voice – Nancy Armstrong, by LaKeesha 
 

Q:  How did you learn about 
Soroptomist organization? 

Nancy stated that she joined 
Soroptomist after meeting 
Karen Fleming at a local 
networking meeting for the 
Chamber of Commerce. 
Nancy mentioned she was 
looking for service 
opportunities in the 
community so Karen invited 
her to a meeting, and she 
has been a Soroptimist 
since.   

Nancy spoke about her 
journey to her current 
position in financial services.  
She worked for nine years 
as a reference librarian for 
Illinois Farm Bureau in 

Bloomington when she 
started looking for something 
different.  She mentioned this 
to Drake Zimmerman, who in 
turn asked if she would like to 
work for him.  She has been 
with Drake’s group, First 
Allied Securities, Inc. for 35 
years.  

Nancy provided me the 
following wisdom: 

 Obtain a degree but keep 
it broad. 

 You never know where 
you are going. 

 Reinvent yourself and find 
your passion. 
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I had the awesome opportunity 
to get to know one of my 
Soroptomist Sisters Nancy 
Armstrong. While interviewing 
her I was encouraged, laughed 
a lot and enjoyed hearing about 
her life journey.  



 

 

Soroptimist Vision 
and Mission 
 

VISION 
Women and girls have 
the resources and 
opportunities to reach 
their full potential and 
live their dreams. 
 

MISSION 
Soroptimist is a global 
volunteer organization 
that provides women 
and girls with access to 
the education and 
training they need to 
achieve economic 
empowerment. 
 

CORE VALUES 
Gender Equality; 
Empowerment; 
Education; Diversity & 
Fellowship 

 

 

In August, member Diana 
Lewis spearheaded a 
project for Soroptimists to 
provide school supplies to 
Bloomington’s Children’s 
Home + Aid for 
distribution to their school 
age clients. CH+Aid is a 
local service agency 
providing adoption/foster 
care services, counseling. 
treatment and parenting 
programs; and child care 
and education. Collected 

SIBN School Supplies Given to Children’s 
Home + Aid 

Currently there are a 
limited number of 
culturally diverse books to 
meet the needs of District 
87 and Unit 5 elementary 
schools. Karen Fleming 
made a SIBN Share Fund 
request to purchase books 
for a Unit 5 teacher. 
Before that request was 

Share Fund Providing School Books 
Representing Cultural Diversity 

 

Sticks (2 pack), 2 Glue 
Sticks (3 pack),1 Glue 
Stick (12 pack), 2 Glue 
bottles, 14 Crayons (24 
count), 13 Notebook 
Paper (100 Sheets), 32 
Portfolios (Folders), 9 
Colored Pencils (12 
Count), 8 Scissors, 6 
Notes Cubes, 2 Zipper 
Pouches, 2 Report Covers 
(3 pack), 2 Plastic 
Dividers, 2 Scissors, and 
4 Backpacks 

were the following: 13 
Notebooks 70 sheets of 
paper, 2 Notebooks 100 
sheets of paper,2 3 
Subject Notebooks 120 
sheets of paper, 2 Pencils 
(24 count), 2 Pencils (18 
count), 3 Pencils (12 
count),  8 Pencils (8 
count), 5 Pens (10 count), 
9 Washable Markers (10 
count), 2 Washable 
Markers (8 count), 2 
Crayons (8 count), 4 Glue 

initiated, a retired teacher 
sought help from other groups 
resulting in books being 
supplied for all 17 Unit 5 
elementary school libraries 
and not needing the aid of our 
Share Fund.  Knowing there 
was a similar need in District 
87, Diana Lewis made a 
Share Fund request (which  
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Remove Me    
No longer wish to receive 
emails from B-N Soroptimist? 
Email slittle@ilstu.edu to be 
removed from our master 
mailing list. You may be on 
more than one list and we will 
do our best to remove you 
from all. 

was approved) for the 
purchase of culturally 
relevant books for a 
teacher in District 87. 
Funds have been 
collected and Diana is 
shepherding the process 
of acquisition of the 
books. A final reporting of 
the project will appear in 
the next SIBN Newsletter. 
 

Live Your Dream On-Line Application are Open 
 
SIBN Soroptimists . . . help with solicitation of applicants for Live Your Dream by using 
your personal network and then steering potential applicants to the on-line Live Your 
Dream application on SIA’s website at http://bit.ly/LYDA-apply 

Applicants should indicate the application is to go to Soroptimist International of 
Bloomington-Normal. 
The Soroptimist Live Your Dream: Education & Training Awards program has been 
helping women around the world since 1972. Cash grants are provided to women 
working to better their lives through additional schooling and skills training. $2 million is 
awarded annually with 1,500 women receiving awards each year. Locally we allocate 
$2250 ($1000, $750, $500) to 3 women. The first-place winner is forwarded to the District 
potentially going on for further awards at the Regional and International level.       cont. 
 



 

 
 

Live Your Dream – cont. 
 
Women are eligible to apply if (a) they have primary financial responsibility for themselves and their dependents, 
(b) attend an undergraduate degree program or a vocational skills training program, and (c) have financial need. 
Other criteria are covered in a check list the applicant completes, including not being a Soroptimist or immediate 
family member of a Soroptimist or a previous recipient of the Live Your Dream award. 
 
Your LYD chair (Sandy Groves) has access to the SIA’s Live Your Dream portal through which all application 
materials and communications flow.  We have already received one completed application for this year. 
Information is now being sent to local agencies, colleges, and training schools. 
 
If you know of someone who might be eligible, have them (a) apply to the LYD site address OR (b) e-mail Sandy 
with the contact information and she will follow up with the potential candidate. The Club level application deadline 
is November 15, 2020. 
 
 

 
2021 Virginia Wagner Educational Award Application Available 
 
As with the Live Your Dream, Soroptimists can help with solicitation of applicants for Midwestern Region’s Virginia 
Wagner Educational Award for 2021. The process for applying involves sending Sandy Groves the name of a 
potential applicant and her e-mail address. Sandy will forward information and send a SIBN customized writeable 
PDF to the applicant to be submitted by January 15, 2021. A non-customized writeable PDF application is 
available on the Soroptimist Midwestern Region website. 
 
 
The Virginia Wagner Award is for women attending a college/university in pursuit of a baccalaureate, masters, or 
doctoral degree. Judging is based on effort toward education scholarship, extracurricular activities, and financial 
need. 
 
 
In October solicitation letters will be sent to area agencies and 4-year colleges and universities. Our Club has 
allocated $2250 ($1000, $750, $500) for 3 women. After judging, the first-place winner is forwarded to the District 
which in turn forwards their winner to the Region. Again, if you know of someone who might be eligible, please e-
mail Sandy with the name of the potential applicant and their e-mail address.  
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