
 

November 6 
At the Radisson in FDL. 

Socializing starts at 5:30 PM, 
meeting starts at 6:15 PM. 

MENU 

Pasta Buffet  
Coffee, Milk, and Water included. 
Please RSVP to Linda by Sunday, 
November 3 to let her know if you 
cannot attend, or are bringing a 
guest          pufm@hotmail.com 
(920) 322 0339 (C)  

November Birthdays 

Nov. 8 – Vicki Schnook 

Nov. 11 – Marion Blakely 

Nov. 22 – Carol Keeif 

Nov. 25 – Ellen Everix 

Please feel free to bring a 
birthday treat to share with 
everyone to celebrate your 
birthday.  

 

Midwestern Region 

Mission Statement 

Soroptimist improves the lives of women 
and girls through programs leading to 
social and economic empowerment. 

November  2019

 

Message from our President 
 

Out of my mind 
Every District meeting and Region conference I’ve attended over my 32 years of 
SI membership has been valuable, fun and worthwhile.  The trip to Middlebury, 
Indiana, was no exception. 
There were six from Fond du Lac – the delegation including District Director Susan 
Frankel and District Secretary Connie Gindt – along with delegates Jan Youwer and 
Sabina Carter, and members Sheila Zingler-Gilbert and I.  Middlebury and its 
nearby neighbor Shipshewana is a destination, with Amish village features and 
not-to-miss shopping.  But that’s another story. 
The meeting of Districts 1 and 3 drew 60 members for “out of the box” thinking.  
Yes, that theme prevailed as we brainstormed lots of “but we’ve always done it 
that way” ideas and viewed them in new “out of the box” ways. 
For example, our Friday evening exercise asked us to see ourselves as 16- year- 
old girls, perhaps attending a Dream It, Be It event.  We considered what advice 
for our lives we would have wanted to hear then, to whom we would have 
listened, and how things might have turned out differently had we taken their 
advice. For me, that was eye-opening.   
On Saturday, a discussion group assigned to me was asked “Do we need a box?”  
The discussion, which we shared at the end of the exercise,  pointed out that  the 
box often limits the kinds of questions we ask, stifles our creativity and may send 
us down the rabbit hole of “we’ve always done it that way.”  A school principal at 
the table gave a great example:  A freshman boy was chronically late for school. 
Staff sought to find out about the LATE aspect; they should have asked WHY.  
When they did, they discovered the boy was often the only caretaker for younger 
siblings, for whom he needed to get breakfast, get onto their school bus, and cope 
with parenting them because their parent was often absent for days. 
The principal said it led her team to ask how many other kids were in need, and 
to redesign programs to meet other needs, including installing washers/dryers for 
kids who had no other way to do their laundry.  Out of the box?  Yes. 
As weekend leaders, Susan and Connie, along with their District 3 counterparts  
Mary Pilon and Lata Shastri, did a superb job.  Our 
Districts and our Region are in good hands; the future is 
bright.  Make a resolution now to attend Spring 
Conference in Ann Arbor, Mich., April 24-26.    --   
 

mailto:pufm@hotmail.com
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Do you have any club 
expenses? 

Currently, our link to the 

treasury reimbursement form 

is not working, until we get it 

fixed our treasurer will have 

reimbursement forms at the 

upcoming meetings for our 

clubs.  Apologies for this 

inconvenience 

 

 

 

soroptimist.org 

soroptimist 

international.org 

simwr.org 

 

District I News 

Connie and I want to THANK -  Renee, Jan, Sabina and Sheila for all the help they 
did at District Meeting.  As you know all ticket sales and a lot of set up is done 
by members.   We were lucky to have these ladies with us to help us whatever 

we needed (even to continue sell tickets at lunch 😊) . 
Thank you all for your contributions to our “BOX”  it was beautiful (see picture 
below).    
Thank Connie for her imagination and organization that made this weekend 
work so smoothly. Here is a short review.    
Friday evening we all made a Dream Collage and heard from Bev Bucur the SI 
Federation Director of Advocacy,  she talked about the New Presidents appeal.  
SI Members that attended the Convention in Malaysia did a presentation and 
talked about their time there.  They all missed Dez and asked about her.  In the 
evening we meet with other Soroptimist and relaxed with a drink and great 
conversation. 
Saturday was the general meeting followed by a “Out of the Box”  table 
discussions pertaining to the Four Pillars, Membership, Programs, Fundraising 
and Public Awareness.  With 60 members attending we also had tables discuss 
Leadership, Connections, Global Awareness, Branding and “Out of the Box”.    
Each table then gave a summary of what was discussed and any additional 
discussion was done.  Our President Renee was the leader of the “Out of the 
Box” table. 
We then had lunch and had Marydale Donald – President of the SI Illiana as our 
Key Note speaker and her presentation on “Living a Golden Life”.   We then 
heard from Vivian announcing the Spring Conference in Michigan should be a 
great time.  Mark your calendars for April 24 to 26th.    Hope you plan on coming. 
Some pictures:  FDL group Saturday Dinner, Shopping in Amish country, Sheila 
and her Dream Collage, Governor Kris and the FDL Beautiful Box.    

Susan 
     
  

http://www.soroptimist.org/
http://www.soroptimistinternational.org/
http://www.soroptimistinternational.org/
http://www.simwr.org/
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Greetings from Middlebury 
Submitted by District I Secretary Connie Gindt 

The District I & III meeting was held October 18 & 19 at the beautiful Das Essenhaus.  Our fearless Directors Mary Pilon and 
Susan Frankel had a jammed packed agenda that included reports from the SIA Convention, the new President’s Appeal 
“The Road to Equality,” and the Celebrating Success awards critique. 

The Friday night Dream It Be It dream collage activity was fun and really made each person consider where they’ve been in 
their life and what they’ve accomplished. The message of “keep on dreaming” was on all our minds by the end of the activity. 

Our “Thinking Outside of the Box” theme was represented in many ways; craft boxes, boxes of candies at the tables, the 
raffle baskets were actually raffle boxes, the table discussion instructions were all in boxes (except the “thinking outside the 
box” table), and the directors and secretaries posed in Barbie Doll boxes! 

The table discussions covered the four Soroptimist pillars as well as five other topics. The information was shared and 
hopefully members left with one or two good ideas for improving their club experience. 

Mary Dale Donald from SI-Illiana spoke on the importance of Leading a Golden Life and had us laughing at ourselves and 
considering what is important in our lives. This was an excellent presentation for personal growth. Good job Mary Dale! 

We heard from Governor-elect Darcy Merritt about nominations to the Region Board of Directors as well as Leadership. 

Governor Kris Armstrong spoke on Leadership and encouraged clubs to “Do Soroptimist.” 

Vivian Walczesky from SI-Monroe invited everyone to the Spring Conference in Ann Arbor, Michigan next April. I heard a 
BIG PARTY is on the agenda which means we’ll all be there! 

The overwhelming number of bras donated for Free the Girls was sensational. They were displayed in large bags on the 
stage at the front of the room for all to see. We only needed four vehicles to drop off the loot in Chesterton. What good 
feeling that was to know how many women we are assisting in that program. I salute all who donated, bagged, delivered 
and dropped off these bras. 

Nice rooms, good food, good shopping and great company made the weekend extra special.  

Highlights from District from our club Delegate Sabina 
Out of the Box theme 

The theme for the meeting was Out of the Box. Many of the auction baskets were in "boxes", the center pieces were boxes 

and the District 3 Director, Mary Pilon, gave an interesting talk about being "out of the box".  

A Dream It Be It experience was presented by District 1 Director Susan Frankel. 

Attendees were encouraged to make a collage (with a variety of materials) that expressed how they perceive their future 

to be. This gave participants an idea of one activity that they could do with their own Dream It Be It program. 

Small group discussions were held with different club members. Topics discussed and shared included: Fundraising and 

Laurel Society, Membership, Programs, Public Awareness, Leadership, Global Awareness, Branding Connections and Outside 

of the Box thinking. 

Marydale Donald gave an inspirational speech on Life Life, as it is Golden. 

SI Fond du Lac came back with at least four "boxes" of prizes in the ticket raffle. $1000 was raised. 

23 out of 24 boxes of chocolate were sold! Thanks, Jan! 

A great time and bonding with Club members was had! 
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Bras!  And candy! 
Well over 1,000 bras for Free the Girls, boxes of small personal products, flannel and panties for the Days for Girls were 
piled in a huge mound at the District meeting. It was impressive! Thanks to all who contributed. 

And then there was the candy from Fond du Lac.  Jan had the honor of wearing the gorgeous Goldsmith diamond ring that 
will be the grand prize at Chocolate Fantasy in January. She ‘flashed’ that bling in all the right places, apparently, because 
FdL members sold two dozen boxes of Guth’s chocolates and ‘talked up’ our primo fundraiser.    We have a commitment 
from former Gov. Vivian Walczesky that she will again be here for the event!   

 

Women’s History in March 
Our March Women’s History month program is set, again in conjunction with the FdL Public Library.  Phil Passen, from the 

Chicago area, will bring “Songs of Suffrage” in celebration of the 100th anniversary of women’s vote.  Wisconsin was the first 

state to ratify the amendment!  History at Home, the library’s monthly series, is popular, free and brings a varied audience 

to two performances each month.  Thanks to former SI Fdl member Terri Fleming, who still works for the library even though 

she now lives in Colorado, for finding Phil. Marion Blakely and her committee will handle the organization details.  Again, 

it’ll be great!  

 

Chocolate Fantasy Update 
From: Desiree ‘dezzz’ Grin and Laurie Albert 

We met on Wednesday, October30.  Many things are in order.  We are hopeful for great success with our chocolate sales 

and are quite excited for this year’s jewelry prize from Goldsmith’s Jewelry.  There will be a few sign in sheets going around 

on November 6, so please be ready to sign up to help and also be prepared to take some chocolates home to sell and some 

‘Pink Tickets’ in order to help us to have a GRAND success again this year.  Thanks for all of your support! 

 

Beacon Networking Opportunity 
From: Misty Winkelman 

Did you know that 60% of men and women fleeing domestic violence are homeless within 2 months time.   Special thanks 

to members who have promised to give funds to help pay the mortgage of the young mother who recently escaped from 

an abusive relationship.  Giving these funds keeps this family of 5 in their home, and supports this woman's decision to Say 

"NO MORE" without becoming destitute. I will continue to take donations until the mortgage is paid.through next month.  



Beacon page 5 

 

New Member Art Event! 
Here are some pictures that I received from the event. 
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Days for Girls 
From: Misty Winkelman 

The next sewing date for our Days 4 Girls sewing project will be  

Thursday, Nov 21st, 5:30-7:45 at the Fond du Lac Library Idea Center 

Please bring your sewing machines, sergers, and sewing supplies and let us know you are coming. 

If you cannot attend please bring any dark colored Snuggle flannel you have purchased and give it to Connie, Misty or Marion 

at November's meeting.   

Days 4 Girls is a project to provide menstruation kits and education to girls who otherwise have to miss school while on 

their period.  If you would like to help with sewing projects at home please contact Misty Winkelman or Marion B. 

The Soroptimist board has voted to recognize the passing of Kathy Drieferst mother in law and former Soroptimist member 

Joan Drieferst by giving a memorial of $40  to Foundation Feminarium in her honor.  Her service to the women and girls of 

this community was much appreciated and will live on in the lives of the women we serve. 

From Your Editor 
Please use this email for all correspondence related to the Beacon, beaconeditorfdl@gmail.com    this includes anything 

that you would like to see published in an upcoming edition.  For this month, I would just like to encourage everyone to live 

with Gratitude.  In light of recent events in my life and the past year of losses and such, I want each of you to know that I 

am forever filled with gratitude for my Soroptimist sisters.  I also know that daily listing of gratitude is scientifically shown 

to release endorphins which improve our daily living and may be found to living a longer and happier life, which I personally 

would like to experience.  Enjoy the month and hope that all of your events this month are filled with gratitude. 

Desiree ‘dezzz’ Grin -Your Beacon Editor 

Announcements 

• November 18, Programs of Service meeting 

• December 5, Meeting and Planning Committee meeting 

• January 26, Chocolate Fantasy Event 
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