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Meetings 
Meetings are held each month on 
the 1st Monday at 5:00 pm and 3rd 
Wednesday at 11:30 am. Email for 
location. 
 
 
Remove Me 
No longer wish to receive emails 
from B-N Soroptimist? Please email 
bkimball13@yahoo.com to be re-
moved from our mailing list.  You 
may be on more than  
one list and we will do our best to 
remove you from the lists. 
 
 
Contact Us 
PO Box 414 
Bloomington, IL 61702-0414 
soroptimistbn@gmail.com  
 
 

President’s Letter 
 

Happy New Year to all! Hard to believe how fast 2019 has 
gone by, yet we still have 6 months left on our Soroptimist 
calendar year. We just finished our first year of Club 250 
Raffle and the 2020 Raffle is off to a good start. We do still 
have 43 tickets to reach the goal of 100% sold. That 
equates to another $2,236  profit that could used be for 
scholarships or other worthwhile programs. Don't under 
estimate friends, co-workers, neighbors or family that 

know you are involved with Soroptimist and want to help support or just want the chance to win in the 
raffle. Plus they make great gift ideas. There are still 50 weeks to go and people get excited about be-
ing entered when they know they have multiple chances to win.. Contact Lina and she will get tickets to 
you. How easy is that! Thanks Lina, no delivery fees, better than ordering on line. 
 
Gift wrap is all wrapped up for the year and the figures totaled. We had gross income of $4,390 and 
net profit of $2,536, which was slightly higher than last year. Kudos to Sandy for the letters mailed to 
volunteers and other printed materials; Nancy Armstrong for ordering and scheduling; Bernie for all the 
financial reporting and final figures; and everyone who helped setup, wrapping or tear down. Plus At-
man's for the year of storage for the supplies. It's a team effort for success! 
 
Charter Diner is around the corner on February 16th, at Alexander's Steak House.  Social starts at 
5pm and 5:30pm for seating and dinner. An Evite will be sent out for selection of menu options and 
RSVP for the evening.  It will be an “Evening With the Stars” including award presentations for Live 
Your Dream and the Virginia Wagner Award winners plus installation of new members. Mark your cal-
endars now!  This is also a good opportunity to bring perspective members. Thanks to Becky Mentzer 
and Sandy for chairing these programs and all the work  they entail. The smiles on the faces o f the 
winners makes it all worthwhile. 
 
 Not to late to sign up for early registration for the 46th Biennial Convention at Bellevue, WA., July 22-
25. Get in touch with me for more details. Check the calendar for other upcoming events and confer-
ences.  Thanks again for everyone's hard work this past year and I appreciate the terrific teamwork in 
the club. Blessings to all for the New Year! 
 
In Service to improve lives of women and girls, 
Melanie 

January//February 2020 

Womenbuild Bunco Fundraiser 
Jen Ho  
 
SIBN participated in the 3rd annual Bunco Blitz for WomenBuild 
of Habitat for Humanity in October.  Twelve SIBN members and 
their friends were in attendance to throw the dice and holler Bun-
co! Additionally, SIBN donated a $40 gift certificate for the annu-
al gift wrap for charity and SIBN member Joan Gullett donated a 
basket of Mary Kay cosmetics. The fundraiser raised $10,889 to 
enable women to build a Habitat for Humanity house in 2020. 
This will be the 16th house in the history of McLean County! 



January//February 2020 

Club 250 Raffle Underway 
Lina Wombacher 
 

The second annual Club 250 raffle ticket fundraiser was launched in October. The club’s goal is to sell all 250 tickets to earn 
$13,000 to fund the club’s scholarship grants. So far the club has deposited $9,198 and several members are still selling tick-
ets.  

The first raffle drawing for 2020 will be January 3rd. Throughout the year, weekly drawings will occur each Friday with the win-
ner receiving a $100 prize. The grand prize drawing for $500 will be held on the 52nd Friday of the year. Check out our Face-
book page for each week’s weekly winner.  The lucky 2019 winners lived near and far (OK, CT, WI, GA, IN, FL, MI, IL) from 
Bloomington-Normal! The 2019 $500 grand prize winner was Vicky from Ohio with the winning ticket being pulled on December 
27.  

If you would like to purchase a raffle ticket or if you are a club member and would like to sell more tickets, please contact Lina 
Wombacher (text 309-310-5003) at your earliest convenience.   

Live Your Dream - We Have a Winner! 
Becky Metzger 
 

Judging this year's Live Your Dream applications provided an opportunity to give each 
of our three applicants an award. Mary Beth Newby received our first place award 
of $1,000 and her application was forwarded to district for further judging. She is a sin-
gle mom of two taking online coursework toward an education degree. Her ultimate 
goal is to get a master's degree in speech pathology. She lives in Toulon, works at a 
school district and is working to overcome some financial challenges after her divorce. 
She was so pleased and emotional when I called her with the good news. She looks 
forward to meeting us and thanking us in person for this award at our dinner on Febru-
ary 16. 
 
Our first runner-up is Heather Canuel, who is working toward a psychology degree at 
Illinois State University and has her own cosmetology business locally. Melissa Jones 
of Peoria is our second runner-up and she is taking courses online toward a degree in 
Criminal Justice.  
 
Our LYD judges from the community were Terri Ryburn, Debbie Lamb, Betsy Stout, 
and members, Diana Lewis and Becky Mentzer. 

Annual Charter Dinner Set 

Becky Metzger 

 

The annual SIBN Charter Dinner will 

be held at Alexander Steakhouse on 

Sunday, February 16, 2020. Watch 

for more information. We hope for a 

big turnout to honor our award win-

ners. Mark your calendars today!  
 

 

A Newbie’s Perspective 
Sue Young 
 

On Wednesday,December 4, 2019, I attended the Be Great breakfast for the Boys & Girls Club of Bloomington- Normal. Ap-
proximately 1000 people from the community were in attendance and surprisingly seated at 7:00 a.m. Soroptimist member Ka-
ren Flemming organized a table at the last minute. And, although the table was in the last row of tables in that facility, Karen 
received a "Shout Out" from speaker Evelyn Young, who spoke extemporaneously, enthusiastically and full of heart-felt grati-
tude. I wondered what the connection was between Karen and Evelyn. Here's the scoop: 
 
Evelyn was a long time member of Soroptimist, joining soon after she moved to Bloomington to open the Boys and Girls 
Club. Boys and Girls Club had a rocky start in Bloomington, but Evelyn won over everyone with her big heart and beautiful sing-
ing voice.   Over the years, the club supported a Girls Book Club at the Boys and Girls Club.  We ended up not reading many 
books, but we found games, activities and projects to tell stories, talk about words and show the girls that we cared.  Almost the 
entire club showed up to support Evelyn when she a leading part in Smokey Joe's Café at Community Players.  Evelyn moved 
to Memphis in 2011, but we continue to support Boys and Girls Club in her honor. 



Do you want to share information about an upcoming event?  
Or do you have a great photo from a past event?  
Email Brandi to add it to the next newsletter at bkimball13 @yahoo.com  

League of Women Voters: Iron Jawed Angels 
Karen Fleming 
 
The League of Women Voters has invited SIBN members to attend the free screen-
ing of Iron Jawed Angels at the Normal Theater on January 22.   
 
The film focuses on the American women's suffrage movement during the 1910s 
and follows women's suffrage leaders Alice Paul and Lucy Burns as they use 
peaceful and effective nonviolent strategies, tactics, and dialogues to revolutionize 
the American feminist movement to grant women the right to vote.  
 
Help support the League of Women Voters!  For more information, please visit 
https://www.lwvmclean.org/news-from-lwvmc/free-screening-of-iron-jawed-angels.  

Calendar of Events 
 

January 6 – Working Meeting, 5:30 p.m. @ Lina Wombacher’s  

January 15 – Business Meeting, 11:30 a.m. @ HyVee  

January 15 – Virginia Wagner Educational Award applications due.  

February 3 – Working Meeting, 5:30 pm 

February 16 – Charter Dinner @ Alexander’s Steak House  

February 19 - Business Meeting, 11:30 am @ HyVee 

March 2 – Working Meeting, 5:30 pm @ Joanie Gullet’s  

March 7– International Women’s Day Breakfast 

March 18 – Business Meeting, 11:30 am @ HyVee 

March 31 – Governor’s Club Award form due to Governor  

April 24-26 –  Spring Conference, Ann Arbor, MI 

January//February 2020 

46th Biennial Convention 
 
The 46th Biennial Convention will be held in Bellevue, Washington, July 22-25, 2020 and be there to kick off the yearlong 100th 
Anniversary Celebration! Meet the group of Soroptimists/committee chairs who have partnered with headquarters staff to make 
this an incredible event you sure don’t want to miss.  
 
Member Registration 
Early Registration, October – January 15: $550 (daily fee: $325) 
Regular Registration, January 16 – May 15: $625 (daily fee: $325) 
Late/Onsite Registration, May 16 – July 25: $675 (daily fee: $375) 
Delegate Registration: $0 
 

For all event details visit https://www.soroptimist.org/for-clubs-and-members/whats-new/46th-biennial-convention/
index.html. If you are planning to attend, please contact Melanie Alwes.  
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